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2012 FOS SLOVAK SCHOLARS

F riends of Slovakia (FOS) sponsored five Slovak students in 2012 who attended one of
the summer institutes offered by The Fund for American Studies at Georgetown Uni-

versity, Washington DC.
FOS was able to do this
from proceeds raised at the
2011 Slovak-American
Awards Dinner and through
the generous support of the
Slovak American Founda-
tion, William and Lia
Poorvu, and other donors to
FOS. Mr. Poorvu’s contribu-
tion honors U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Slovakia Tod
Sedgwick.

The Fund for American
Studies (TFAS) sponsors
five summer Institutes for
undergraduate  students

FOS Scholars and Rep. Mica’s summer interns: (l.-r.) Mikulas
Curik, Michal Krcmery (Mica), Lucia Paskova (Mica), Helena
Reichlova, Monika Izakova, Diana Madaraszova, Martin Teren
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both from colleges in the U.S. and from international institutions as well. These institutes
specialize in comparative political and economic systems, on political journalism, on busi-
ness and government affairs, on philanthropy and voluntary service and on economics and

international affairs.

They prepare young people for leadership in the life of their communities and their nation

by providing them with opportunities
in our nation's capital for enlighten-
ment and enrichment.

The Institutes are intense, combining
lectures, coursework, internships,
evening lectures and site briefings at
key institutions of national govern-
ment. Each Institute offers courses for
academic credit. Through the intern-

B | ships, students gain practical experi-

ence that prepares them for their

| carcers. Students live in the George-
| town University dorms, which pro-

motes interaction between the US
and foreign students.

Standing (I to r): Richard Marko, Sharon Fisher,
Martin Teren and Mikulas Curik. Seated (I to r):
Amb. Ronald Weiser Monika Izakova, Joe Senko, Helena Reichlova, Bill

Jan Erik Surotchak

Tucker, Diana Madaraszova and Albina Senko
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)
In 2012, the FOS-sponsored students attended the following institutes:

Name: Mikul4s Curik Name: Helena Reichlova

School: VSM/City University-Bratislava School: University of Economics in Bratislava

Major: Business Adminstration Major: International Economic Relations

Hometown: Bratislava Hometown: Presov

Program: Institute on Business and Government Affairs Programs: Engalitcheff Institute on Comparative Political
Sponsored by: Slovak American Enterprise Fund and Economic Systems

Sponsored by: Friends of Slovakia
Name: Monika Izakova

School: University of Economics in Bratislava Name: Martin Teren
Magor: Economics School: VSM/City University-Bratislava
Hometown: Vrable Major: Business Adminstration
Program: Institute on Economics and Hometown: Bratislava
International Affairs Program: Institute on Business and Government Affairs
Sponsored by: Friends of Slovakia Sponsored by: Slovak American Enterprise Fund

Name: Diana Madarészova

School: University of Ss. Cyril and Methodius in Trnava
Mazjor: Mass Media Communication

Hometown: Dvory nad Zitavou

Program: Institute on Political Jouranlsim

Sponsored by: Friends of Slovakia

The following are some comments by former FOS Slovak scholars about how they program has influenced their lives:

Anna Stancakova (2006) - Institute on Business and Government Affairs (IBGA). Now working as an attorney with Vojcik 8 Parmners, s.r.0. Kosice.
“To me, attending the Fund for American Studies program is one of the most determining experience acquired during my studies or career so far. Cur-
rently I work as attorney and last three years I have been also a full-time PhD. student at Law faculty of University of P. . Safarik in Kosice. Among my
school responsibilities as a PhD. student has also belonged teaching. I was teaching Civil law and Street law Clinic. While preparing my classes I was con-
stantly coming back to days of taking classes at Georgetown, because those became for me an example of quality classes attractive  for students.”

“Being back to school as PhD student I have been again facing a fact, that studies at universities in Slovakia are focused maostly on acquiring theoretical
knowledge, while students get their first opportunity to acquire some practical skills with focus on values of professional ethics only as graduates in their
forstjob. My experience at TEAS program convinced me of utility of gaining the practical skills during the studies concurrently with the acquisition of the-
oretical knowledge and at the same time showed me how such connection can be realized. Therefore I decided to get involved in creating a new course at
our Law faculty - Legal Clinic in the near future (from January 2013 to August 2013) and its leading (since September 2013). At designing this course
I would like to pursue a meaning of the TFAS program slogan “Live. Learn. Intern.” in such way, that participants of the course shall attend (i) intern-
ships (in law firms, offices, nonprofit organizations exc.) one day in a week throughout the whole academic year under the auspices of the  faculty and (ii)
once-a-week classes which shall be focused on reflection their practice, addressing related problems or other practical activities”

“I hape to turn this experience into success in my future plans described above.”

Martin Korcek (2007) - Institute on Philanthropy and Voluntary Service. Now employed at the Chancellery of the National Council of the
Slovak Republic

“I helped some former scholarship recipients with contacts on MPs. I cooperate with Jana Sebosikova from Candole partners Prague, Miriam Svetkouska
from US Embassy Bratislava and couple of others.”

Jana Hays (formerly Sebosikova) (2007) - Institute for Business and Government Affairs

YUttending the TEAS institute was the single most important semester in my studies and it would not have been possible without the help of the Friends
of Slovakia. The experience directly shaped my choice of career. On a more personal basis, it strengthened my confidence in 7y own abilities and in the
necessity of ethical conduct (this may sound a bit out of context but, living in the post communist part of the world, I have found this 1, bepa:tjc;’;ar b

important).”

(continued on page 6)
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